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To celebrate its 10th anniversary in 1994, the Reconciling Congregation Program (now Reconciling 
Ministries Network) commissioned Tim McGinley to compose an original musical drama. Tim 
composed a mass setting expounding upon the theme of the church being home for everyone, which 
was overlaid with a parable based upon the Peter and Cornelius story in Acts 10-11. HOME: The 
Parable of Beatrice and Neal had a troupe of six performers with a support team that toured to ten 
Midwestern cities over two weeks that summer. These performances had a profound impact upon the 
lives of audience members and congregations. McGinley made some revisions to the score and 
arranged additional performances over the next couple years, including at the 1995 convocation.  
 
Reconciling Ministries Network—in collaboration with Mark Bowman--is reviving these HOME 
songs for the opening worship of its 2025 convocation. This new score has been produced for use by 
choirs and in congregations. These HOME songs provide a liturgical setting for worship that can 
continue to inform, inspire and invigorate our congregations, our ministries and our faith lives today.  
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a time there was a lit tle
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boy who tried to do as he was told, he
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wel come,
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Home is wel come,
-
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Home is wel come,
-

home is
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Home is laugh ter,
-

home is where you go to cry.
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You are loved and
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com fort,
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home is where you find out why you are loved, you are
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I be lieve,- I be lieve,- I be lieve- that some day- wars will
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past. And I be lieve- it's not too late for us to learn to live in love for I be -
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lieve in the for giv- ing- love of God. I know we've hurt each oth er- with
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un kind- words and deeds. And I know we have failed to see and hear each oth er,- and I
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know we dis a- gree,- but I

rit.

be lieve- God's love can teach us to for -

a tempo
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give and start a new,- for I be lieve- in the for giv- ing- love of God. And I be -

ALL voices
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lieve the world will see God's love when we can all join hands in the love of
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God. I be lieve- in the love of God!
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Piano
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Home,

p

I need a place where I can be.
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A¨ E¨/G F‹ A¨/E¨ B¨ E¨

God, can there be a place for me?
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When the world I live in has no room for me, can I come to you and
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find se re- ni- ty?- Here I am, look at me, see me for all that I
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rit. atempo

A¨ E¨ F‹

am. Are you here? will you wel come- me? Can I be
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A¨ E¨ A¨

part of the fa - mi ly?- Can this

allargando

be home,

mf

for all of us who

23

F‹ E¨ B¨ G‹

need a place? Home, a share of joy, a
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share of grace? We have known the harsh re a- li- ties of life.

31

C F D G‹

Can we ga ther- here for re

rit.

fuge- from the strife? Here we are. Look at us.
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rit. atempo

B¨ F

See us for all that we are. To ler- ance- is not a re me- dy- for
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G‹ B¨ F B¨

no one will tru ly- be free 'till

allargando

this is home,

f

for ev 'ry- one- who

q = 81
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needs a place. Home, a place where all can
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D G C G/B A‹

share in grace. When our doors and arms are o pen- wide to all,
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D G E A‹

when each one of us is free

rit.

to heed God's call. This will be home.
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acc.

C G/B

We'll all be home!
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Solo

Piano

I was on a walk last Tues day.-

q = 80

C G F C

(then a gain- it might 've- been Wednes day.)- An y- way- it took me by sur prise-

3

F C F C F G

when the sun de cid- ed

rit.

- to rise, ov

a tempo

er- the trees on my neigh bor's- lawn
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A‹ G

rit.

C G F C

nev er- have I seen a more beau ti- ful

rit.

- dawn. All

a tempo

I could think and feel that day was,
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"Ho ly,- this is Ho ly."- Well

9

Ho ly,- Ho ly,- Ho ly.-

F C B¨ A¨ C B¨ A¨ C B¨ A¨ D¨

just last week I was driv ing- my car, I left late for work but it's not ver y- far.
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D¨ A¨ G¨ A¨ G¨ D¨ G¨ D¨

Sud den- ly- my car start ed- to swerve and I al most- lost my nerve. I
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I could think and feel that day was "Ho ly,- this is Ho ly."-
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Ho ly,- Ho ly,- Ho ly.-
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All I could think and feel that day was "Ho ly,- this is ho ly."-
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